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Day One

Monday, September 7, 2026
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8:30 — 09:15

Registration:

9:30 - 09:50

Welcoming Remarks:

Director General of the Emirates Center for
Strategic Studies and Research (ECSSR), UAE

Director General of the Anwar Gargash
Diplomatic Academy(AGDA), UAE

9:50 - 10:30

Advisor to the Prime Minister and Spokesperson
Yo for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Qatar

US Navy, President and CEO of The Fozzie Miller
Group, USA

Director of Policy Planning Department, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, UAE

Moderator:

Deputy Director General, AGDA
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10:30 — 10:50

Fireside Chat

No Going Back: Can Gaza’s Recovery Revive
the Two-State Solution?

High Representative for Gaza Board of Peace,
Director General of the Anwar Gargash
Diplomatic Academy, UAE

Moderator:

Editor-in—-Chief, The National

10:50 - 11:10

Special Address:

Diplomatic Advisor to His Highness the UAE
President

11:10 — 11:25

Networking Break
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Concurrent Sessions

11:25 — 12:25

Layers of Security in the Gulf and Strategic
Autonomy

Non-Resident Senior Associate, ECSSR

Executive Director, Gulf Monitoring Group,
Kuwait

Managing Director, Middle East and North Africa
Practice, Eurasia Group, USA

Executive Director, Gulf International Forum,
USA

Adjunct Associate Professor of International
Politics, Georgetown University, Qatar

Moderator:

Researcher in US and Middle Eastern
Affairs, ECSSR
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11:25 - 12:25

New Horizons: Gulf — Global Economic
Cooperation 2.0

Executive Director, Economic Policies,
Arab Monetary Fund, UAE

Senior Advisor, Office of H.E. Dr. Thani Al Zeyoudi,
UAE

Senior Deputy Editor, India Today, India

Economic Advisor, ECSSR

Moderator:

Economic Researcher, ECSSR
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@) n:25 - 12:25

The Cost of Deterrence:
Who Can Afford the Next War?

Future Hall

H.E. Lieutenant General Stefano Mannino

President, Centre for Higher Defence
Studies (CASD), ltaly

H.E. Major General (Ret.)
Khalid Abdullah Al Buainain Al Mazrouei

Advisor at the Office of the Supreme Commander
of the UAE Armed Forces

Dr. Lisa Saum-Manning

Associate Director, International Security and
Defense Policy Program, RAND, USA

Dr. Warren Anthony Chin

Program Chair Defense & Security, Rabdan
Academy, UAE

Moderator:

Dr. Jack Andrew Harding

Assistant Professor, Defense and Security,
Rabdan Academy
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11:25 - 12:25

Strait of Hormuz: Open by Law,
Contested by Power

Non-Resident Senior Associate, ECSSR

Senior Fellow for Naval Forces and Maritime
Security, lISS, UK

Associate Dean for Curricular Affairs, New
York University Abu Dhabi, UAE

Assistant Professor, College of Security and
Global Studies, American University in the
Emirates

Senior Fellow, Foreign Policy Research
Institute’s National Security Program, UK

Senior Research Fellow, AGDA

Moderator:

Researcher in Israeli and Middle Eastern
Affairs, ECSSR
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12:25 — 12:40

Networking Break

12:40 - 1:20

Department of Energy, UAE

President, Observer Research Foundation
(ORF), India

Founder and President of GLOBSEC, Slovakia

Head of Middle East and North Africa Economic
Forecasting Teams, Economics & Country Risk,
S&P Global, Germany

Moderator:

Business Editor, The National

1:20 — 1:35

Networking Break
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Concurrent Sessions

1:35 - 2:3b5
Great Power Politics and Multilateralism

Director-General, Dubai Public Policy Research
Center, UAE

Chief Executive Officer, Asia Society
Australia

Fellow at the Center for International Security and
Strategy (CISS), Tsinghua University, Director of
International Communication for the China
Forum, China

Senior Fellow, Washington Institute for Near
East Policy, USA

Moderator:

Associate Professor, AGDA
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@1:35 - 2:35 Cooperation Hall

Gulf Economic Resilience:
Energy, Infrastructure, and Influence

Dr. Luay al-Khatteeb

Former Minister of Electricity and Member of Iraqg'’s
Federal Energy Councill, Iraq

Hussein Shoukry

President, Middle East and Africa, Siemens
Energy, UAE

Dr. Karen Young

Senior Research Scholar, Center on Global
Energy Policy, Columbia University SIPA, USA

Dr. Abdulla Isa Alabbasi

Director of Energy and Environmental Studies
Program, Bahrain Center for Strategic, International,
and Energy Studies (Derasat), Bahrain

Moderator:

Dr. Mohamed Al Zarouni
Lecturer, AGDA
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1:.35 - 2:35

Changing Patterns in Foreign Aid

Rebuilding Assistance, Japan

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), UAE

of York, Qatar

Moderator:

Development, AGDA

Day One

Special Assistant to the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Japan, Ambassador in charge of Gaza

Head of UN Office for the Coordination of

Senior Professor Public Policy at Haomad Bin
Khalifa University; Honorary Professor, University

Senior Research Fellow, Primakov National
Research Institute of World Economy and
International Relations (IMEMO), Russia

Associate Professor, Humanitarian Action and
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1:35 - 2:35

Food Security: Resilience Under Pressure

Advisor to the Director General, Abu Dhabi
Agriculture & Food Safety Authority, UAE

Director General at the International Center
for Biosaline Agriculture (ICBA), UAE

Head of Corporate Affairs and Sustainabillity,
Nestlé MENA

Climate Finance and Partnership Engagement
Expert, FAO

Director & Fellow, Climate and Energy, ORF
Middle East, UAE

Moderator:

Non-Resident Fellow, Center for Climate
Diplomacy, AGDA

2:35 — 2:50

Networking Break
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@ 2:50- 3:10 Main Stage

Fireside Chat

H.E. Jasem Mohamed AlBudaiwi

Secretary General of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC)

Moderator:

H.E. Dr. Sultan Al Nuaimi
Director General of the Emirates Center for
Strategic Studies and Research
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Tuesday, September 8, 2026
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@ 9:30 - 10:00 Registration Area

Registration:

@)10:00 - 10:10 Main Stage
Keynote Speech:

H.E. Dr. Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi
Minister of Foreign Trade, UAE

@IO:IO - 10:50 Main Stage
rlenary: Data, Drones, Digital (Dis) Order

>
g

H.E. Dr. Mohamed Al Kuwaiti
Head, Cyber Security Council, UAE

Daniel Mouton

Vice President and Chief Executive, Middle East,
Lockheed Martin Corporation

Talal AlKaissi

CEO, Core42 & Acting Group Chief Global
Affairs Officer, G42, UAE

Ambassador Yoo Jeh Seung

Former Ambassador of the Republic of
Korea to the UAE

Moderator:

Mohamed Al Dhuhoori

Researcher in US and Middle Eastern
Affairs, ECSSR
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10:50 - 11:00

The Counter Terrorism Trends Shaping
Today’s World and the Next Decade

Director and Chief of Branch, Counter-Terrorism
Committee Executive Directorate, UN Security
Councill

11:00 — 11:15

Networking Break
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Concurrent Sessions

@11:15 - 12:15 Dialogue Hall
The Future of Iran, the Region, and Beyond

Dr. Khaled AlJaber

Executive Director of the Middle East Council on
Global Affairs, Qatar

Ambassador Douglas A. Silliman

Former US Ambassador to Iraq, President,
Arab Gulf States Institute, USA

Dr. Mahmood Sariolghalam

Non-Resident Fellow, ECSSR, and Professor of
International Relations, Loyola Marymount
University, USA

Dr. Paul Salem

Non-Resident Senior Associate in the Middle East
Program, Center for Strategic and International
Studies (CSIS), USA

Konstantin Valkov

Director of Special Projects and Journalism
Lecturer, New Bulgarian University, Bulgaria

Moderator:

Abdulrahman Al Haddadi

Researcher in Iranian and Middle Eastern
Affairs, ECSSR
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11:15 = 12:15

A World of Chokepoints and Blockades?

President and Secretary-General, Helsinki
Geoeconomics Society, Finland

Co-Founder and Managing Director, MARDIPLO
S.A. Maritime Corporate Diplomacy, Greece

Director, Project for Middle East Integration,
Atlantic Council, USA

Assistant Professor, Khalifa University, UAE,
and Associate Fellow at the Middle East
Institute, USA

Senior Research Fellow at the International
Centre for the Study of Radicalisation (ICSR) at
King's College London, UK

Moderator:

Senior Research Fellow, Economic Diplomacy,
AGDA
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11:15 = 12:15

From Water Stress to Water Security:
The Road to the UN Water Conference
at Abu Dhabi and Beyond

Deployment Director at The Mohamed bin
Zayed Water Initiative, UAE

Director of the National Center for Water and
Energy, UAE University

Lead, Middle East Climate and Water Policy,
UNU, Canada

Professor of International Law, AGDA

Political Science Researcher, International
Water Management Institute (IWMI), Egypt

Moderator:

Research Fellow, Center for Climate Diplomacy,
AGDA
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11:15 = 12:15

Sovereign Infrastructure:
Space, Surveillance, and Security

Former International Astronautical Federation
President and Honorary IAF Ambassador, France

Director of the Space Missions Department,
UAE Space Agency, UAE

Senior Resedrcher, UNIDIR’s Weapons of
Mass Destruction Programme, Switzerland

Analyst Defense, Security and Justice, RAND
Europe

Moderator:

Director of Research and Analysis, AGDA

12:15 = 12:35

Networking Break
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12:35 — 12:65
Fireside Chat:

The Gulf Security Order: Where Does
Europe Stand?

N/ European Union Special Representative for
‘ the Gulf Region

Moderator:

Deputy Director General, ECSSR

12:55-1:30

Co-chair, ECFR Council: Former Prime Minister
and Former Foreign Minister of Sweden

Director, Kazakhstan Institute for Strategic
Studies under the President of the Republic

Moderator:

Researcher in US Affairs, ECSSR



